
January, 2008 



 2007 Review

 Location

 Topics and Round Table Discussions

 MRMUG Website

 Membership

 Financials

 Open Board of Directors positions



Meeting Date Topic Location Attendance

January 11, 2007 V5R4 and HATS/Webfacing Bennigans 24

February 8, 2007 Round Table – Security Bennigans 18

March 29, 2007 BladeCenter Integration on System i Bennigans 25

April 2007 No meeting

May 10, 2007 IBM Update and Announcements Bennigans 18

June 14, 2007 Tivoli Bennigans 19

July 12,2007 Round Table – i5/OS Integrated File 
System

Granger Tap & Grill 13

August 9, 2007 Service Oriented Architecture Bennigans 10

September 2007 No meeting

October 18, 2007 IBM Software Umbrella Bennigans 16

November 8, 2007 IBM DB2 Web Query (5733-QU2) Bennigans 24

December 2007 No meeting



 Is the time and location OK?
 The BOD looks for locations that are cost efficient

 Attendance is an important factor in deciding the time and location

 Please let the BOD know if you have suggestions for locations

 The lunch meetings have had good attendance



 Should we continue lunch meetings at Bennigans?



 The BOD tries to provide topics that are current and relevant to the membership

 The BOD is ALWAYS open to suggestions for topics and speakers

 Providing topics and speakers is an important but difficult job for the BOD
 Proposed topics for 2008 include

 IBM Product Announcements

 IBM System i education initiatives

 DB2 and data mining for business intelligence

 Voice Over IP

 Round table discussions
 One of the functions of the users’ group is to promote sharing of information between the members

 Round table discussions are one method of sharing information and providing an interactive meeting

 Members can (and are encouraged to) participate in presenting topics or leading 
roundtables

 Have the topics been relevant?

 How can we incent members to present a topic or lead a roundtable?

 Should we still concentrate on IBM and iSeries/i5
 … or expand into xSeries, pSeries/p5, Storage, other mid-range manufacturers?



 The BOD would like to increase the use of the MRMUG.org website
 The website is currently hosted on an IBM AS400

 The website is hosted by John Ross for no charge

 There has been no active webmaster to keep the site up to date so it is out of date

 Should the MRMUG.org website continue?
 We need someone to be responsible for its maintenance

 What would you like to see on the website?

 Should our website be required to be hosted on an AS/400 (iSeries / i5) 
system?

 Are we willing to pay for hosting services?



 Maintaining and Increasing membership is an important function of the 
BOD
 Important factors

 Organization ‘s mission

 Topics and discussions

 Meeting location and time

 Incentives 

 What incentives would increase membership and attendance?
 Suggestions under consideration 

 Single person membership at a reduced price

 Monetary incentive for bringing in a new member

 Drawing in December for a $50 prize.  Each member’s attendance (reservation required) is an 
additional entry in the drawing, so the more meetings that are attended, the better the chance to 
win



Current Balance $979.00

2008 income (22 company dues @ $50) $1100.00

Balance $2079.00

2008 Expenses

Common $395.00

Web Hosting $100.00

Post Office Box $40.00

BOD Meetings: 4 @ $60 $240.00

End of Year BOD Appreciation Dinner (4 or 5 @ $50) $250.00

Total Expenses $1025.00

Ending Balance $1054.00



 President
 Craig Nelson

 Treasurer
 Kathy Rogina

 Newsletter
 Jim Manuszak

 Speakers
 Stephanie Thomas

 Facilities
 Kathy Rogina

 Membership
 none



OpenDiscussion


